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wore aH asleep in about a minute~aml remained so for somo time. 
In nothing does chloroform differ from ether more than in its soporific effects— 

.Mi?! 1 ff r r‘ ‘ n / U t03eB ’ am co " llnued for s °m° time.—3. In small doses as a 
° ° rreSt1 \° lr6t commencement of ague, ephemera, &c.; in 
Kint!?”?’ & ui 10 j ha P 3 ll . may bo used by inhalation in small quantities when the 
stomach will not bear wine or other stimulants; in severe vomiting, foveiB, &c. 

I have seen its inhalation at once dispel a nick headache. ’ 

‘'""fions.—The liquid used should bo sufficiently alrong. Its proper sp. n r is 
(a I have said) 1-480. It s certainly far too powerful an agent to bo intrusted to 
nurses or unprofessional individuals. I liavo given it, up to this dato, to nbovo 

oni om " The r r," 0 8l ' S " CS, i b; | d r,!S V" of a °y ki,1( l whatever in any one 
f 10 Powee, however, which wo have with it, of bringing down the 

for too nreaf 'a'leniTi? n'r ? x l,b ![ Et '"too strong a dose, and given uninterruptedly 
i ® *1 of time, it would doubtless produco serious conseouences 

be ncr,. de! H C T My d al1 - ilS JU “ an(cs,l,olic and other influenTes maj! 
in „ v 4 »! y „ b aln ° d without allowing it to produce such depression as would bo 

as well Is 8 rnr n.nn"l g0r r > | S V L ' k ? many 0,,,cr a S fi|1,|5 > il ma y bo poworful for evil 
its abuse f 8 d ' 1 b ° 10Ve great I,0tCllL ’ y ' vil! bo 01,0 groat safc 6U«rd against 

remain 1 «tMu n< i? Up °" tb ° w't 01 '* ,bo counlor indications to its use, &c. &c.. 
remain still to be ascertained . f * 

fNov a meeli , ng oflbQ Westminster Medical Society, 

(I ov. 20lli,) Dr. Snow made somo remarks respecting chloroform. Ho said that 

e(‘i.er°w-\s n of,'r!‘le mi? 1 1 "! 1 roil “ cod b y Dr - Simpson, bo inhaled instead of 
n . o - |f m, tolho la ' 1 . cr 1,1 s °mo respects, although it wns impossible 
that any lung could bo moro eflicienl Ilian oilier, as it was capable of totally pre¬ 
venting the pan. in every operation in which it might bo properly applied lie 
ffint S nf°m| d i ' h ° “J 10 -" ° f ? hloroform <>" ‘bo nervous systemwaif id entical with 
" bp r> b y regulating the proportion of vapour in the air, ho had produced 
n? ® °? 3 011 amma,B >>y bo, h agents; chloroform, howover, had tho advan¬ 
tage of being less pungent, and, therefore, less enro was required in graduating its 
first arimission to the lungs; it was readily inhaled, and produced its oflbets with 

Paro l w!lh cffin"r n< Hn°l °. f t l1 c ™. l8mn e(l was curiously small when com- 

parod wnh ether. Ho had administered it on Ihursday, in an amputation of tho 

reast performed by Mr. Tatum, at St. George’s Hospital. Ho gave il with his 
inhaleHnm ’ m W 1 ater - balh boia S 55 °> mid Ihe quantity of vapour in tho air 
on»nll? p “ bai i 011 coa, -. b y measure, yet Ihe patient was ready for tho 
operation to begin in less than a minute, and il was performed without tho least 
sign of pain, being equal to tho best cases of etherization. Tho patient recovered 
Ramn OI | fCIOl,SnOS 1’ “i 8 m ' ght baV0 boe " ex P eo,ed from narcotism by ether to tho 
v.r,, eh °. Was goi "F ?" won- Only ono fluidrachm ohho material 
was used, although about ten fluulraclims of ether would probably have been 

conse o U !‘ C nnTw n ? era,,0,,; t H n (Dr ' S 1 now > had inbaled il ""til lie became un- 
ilT ii i y eick aft or\va r ds, as on tho only occasion on which ho 
nS tt!r e extent. When the full effects of other could be induced 
qnickl y , (here was no preliminary oxcitoment, and ns tho now agent produced its 
effects very speedily, excitement previous to insensibility could probably bo alto- 

T T -, Th0 clllor . oform placed 011 thoiabl ° hSdbZW ^ 

wnf t Ck l,ed ?' sl i 11 bad bcB " rectified from cliiorido of calcium; 
fnmn/i' i,„ ) f nd " S bo ' bn P pmnl <° bo 140°; ho was not aware that the ola«fio 

force of its vapour, a other temperatures, had been ascertained- but from son o 

fnr P nih men 81 ’ at b< i ,ad mado ’ il seem ed to follow a ratio very’simi’lar to tlioso 
for other-vapour and vapour of water; lie had ascertained tho quantity of vapour 
of chloroform that air would hold i„ s’olulion, at various temporl e ?and hwas 
shown in a tablo, of which (lie following is a copy 1 ' 
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Quantity that 100 cubic inches of air will take up. 


Teinp. 

»i0° 

Cubic inches. 

. 9 

Temp. 

75° 

Cubic incites. 

, 29 

r>5 

. ii 

80 

. 36 

(iO 

. it 

.85 

. 44 

85 

70 

. 19 
. 24 

90 

. . 55 


The quantity of this vapour in the air tho patient inhaled at ordinary temperatures 
was only about a quarter as much by measure as there would be of ether,—being, 
however, nearly twice as heavy; there was nearly hall ns much by weight. 
Now, on account of tho small space it occupied, it only excluded the ntr to a 
quarter the amount that ether-vapour did, and therefore interfered but little with 
the natural process of respiration; the patient, indeed, could take in nearly the 
usual amount of oxygen without quickening or enlarging the respiratory move, 
incuts. It was to bo observed that temperature exerted a great influence over tho 
quantity of this vapour that air would take up, and thus an elevation of little more 
than fifteen degrees in the warmth of tho apartment would double tho amount of 
it which tho patient would inhale in a given time, if no means were taken to 
regulate tho evaporation. Dr. Simpson recommended the chloroform to be inhaled 
from a sponge or handkerchief, and this simple means was eflicient; but lie (Dr. 
Snow) preferred to U60 an apparatus, as, without it, more of the vapour was blown 
away by tho warm breath of the patient than was inhaled. Thu strength of die 
vapour could not bo regulated; it could not even be known when it was all ex¬ 
pended, and no oxaet observations could be collected. The chloroform was ol 
easier application than ether, on account of its quicker action; but for the same 
reason, greater caro was required in its use to avoid accident. 

Dr. F.'Bird said that he had seen tho chloroform administered that day in two 
operations, by Mr. Philips, at the Westminster Hospital; it was perfectly success, 
ful, and tho patients recovered their consciousness very quickly — Lumet, N ov. 27, 
1847. 

08. Operations performed at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, upon Patients rendered in - 
sensible to Pain , by the Inhalation of Chloroform. — JIoi.mks Ciiootk, Dsq., reports 
(Lancet, Nov. 27, 1817) three operations performed by Mr. Lawrence, on patients 
under the influence of chloroform,—two, lithotomy by the lateral operation, and the 
third, extirpation of a tumour from tho breast. These enses, Mr. Croole says, con¬ 
firm the favourable report given by Prof. Simpson, of the eflocts of this agent. 

o Theso three patients,” Mr. Crooto states, 11 did not experience the smul est in¬ 
convenience from tho inhalation into the lungs: the condition into which they 
wore tliiown—differing from tho stato of stupor, which commonly ensues alter 
the inhalation of ethor—boro the closest resemblance |o profound sleep; they ro- 
covered quickly, tho smell was speedily gone, and tho cases are now going, on 
most favourably. . . n r 

“ Without wishing in any way to detract from the very great merit ol 1 rolessor 
Simpson, in introducing this valuable agent, I may observe that for some consider¬ 
able lime Mr. Lawrence has used, in private practice, the chloric ether, which is 
chloroform in spirit and water. Patients with irritable lungs, who could not toleialc the 
violent paroxysms of coughing induced by the sulphuric ether, readily inhaled the chloric 
ether, tho taste and smell of which are similar to those of chloroform; tho antes- 
thetio oll'ect was morn gently induced, and there wero fowqr complaints, on recti- 
covery, of soreness of the chest, headache, &c. Tho less irritating onecl of the 
chloric other was noticed by Mr. Taylor, and by myself, in some experiments 
(reported in this journal) performed upon animals; their efforts to escape wero 
most violent, when immersed in tho vapour of sulphuric ether. 

“One of tho students of tho hospital, who in tho early part of the year was 
anxious to havo somo painful slumps of teeth removed from tho jaw, kindly con¬ 
sented to take tho ethers upon two different occasions, and to report the result, 
lie described the taste of the chloric other as much moro agreeable than that of 
the sulphuric; tho effect upon tho lungs as less irritating and oppressive; but ho 
thought that tho stato of unconsciousness was not equally complelo. Mr. Lawrence 



